The American Revolution: The Birth of a
Nation

Introduction

Imagine living in a place where the government is thousands of miles away, telling you what
to do, taxing you heavily, and never asking for your opinion. This was life for the 13
American colonies in the 1700s. The American Revolution was not just about war—it was
about the dream of freedom.

Causes of the Revolution

The colonies felt they were treated unfairly. Britain imposed high taxes without allowing
the colonies to have a say in Parliament. This anger led to acts of rebellion, like the famous

Boston Tea Party, where colonists dumped tea into the harbor to protest taxes.

The first shots were fired at Lexington and Concord in 1775. Soon after, in 1776, Thomas
Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence, announcing the colonies' break from
Britain. The war had ups and downs, but a major turning point came with the American



victory at Saratoga in 1777. Finally, in 1781, British General Cornwallis surrendered at
Yorktown.

Key Figures

Leading the American forces was George Washington, a brave and determined general who
later became the first president of the United States. Thomas Jefferson penned the powerful
words of the Declaration of Independence, and across the ocean, King George III watched as
his empire lost its precious colonies.

Results

In 1783, the Treaty of Paris was signed, officially recognizing American independence. A
new nation was born, built on the ideas of liberty, representation, and hope.

?‘ . -

2 < B CONGEES S

>~ A DECL 7\ RATION
LNI l"lii) Lslw\ Il ‘VQ OF ‘,\’l‘.’ RICA

Conclusion

The American Revolution was much more than a war; it was the birth of a new idea —
that people could govern themselves, without kings or distant rulers. From angry protests
in Boston to the brave victories at Saratoga and Yorktown, the Revolution showed the
power of determination and unity. Today, the ideals that sparked the Revolution —
liberty, equality, and democracy — continue to inspire people all around the world.



